Mini-Project – Using Your Sociological Imagination to Analyze Family Troubles
Learning Objective: 
This mini-project asks you to examine family dynamics, and more specifically, family troubles, as depicted in a feature film. You will be using existing resources and doing both a content analysis and a historical comparative analysis of a film dealing with family troubles. Students are required to define the terms existing sources, content analysis and historical comparative analysis in their fieldnotes for full credit on assignment. 
Family Troubles in Film:
Family relations have long been the basis of good comic, tragic, and dramatic films. The following films depict a variety of family troubles: martial issues, divorce, domestic abuse, parental neglect, disabilities and illnesses, sex and dating, pregnancy, death, delinquency, and financial difficulties. Other movies could certainly be added to this list and you can get my permission if there is another movie you would like to use. Your movie should be available on DVD or online so that you can watch (and review) it carefully as many times as you need to collect good data. NO ANIMATED FILMS. Please be aware of MPAA ratings and watch only those movies that are appropriate for your age and that you are comfortable viewing:

Affliction
American Beauty 
Amreeka
August: Osage County
The Big Sick
The Bird Cage
Boyhood
The Color Purple
Crazy Rich Asians
Daddy’s Home
Dan in Real Life
The Descendants
The Ice Storm
In America
In the Bedroom
Instant Family
If Beale Street Could Talk
The Joy Luck Club
Juno
The Kids Are All Right
Lady Bird
Manchester by the Sea
Mi Familia (My Family)
My Big Fat Greek Wedding
Ordinary People
Precious 
Rachel Getting Married
Real Women Have Curves
The Royal Tenenbaums
The Savages 
Saving Face
Soul Food
The Squid and the Whale
Stepmom
Still Alice
Stories We Tell
This is Where I Leave You
Tortilla Soup
The Way, Way Back
We Bought a Zoo
We Don’t Live Here Anymore
What’s Eating Gilbert Grape
Wonder
You Can Count on Me


Data Collection:
Choose a movie that is primarily about contemporary family relations and problems (see above list). Watch the movie closely and pay attention to the plotlines, scenes, characters, and dialogue in which family troubles are depicted. Take fieldnotes as you watch the movie; you may need to review certain segments several times to do a thorough content analysis. As part of the data gathering process, you will be doing an internet search to collect empirical data about the main family trouble (or ‘troubles’) and its actual incidence in contemporary society. Be sure to use reliable and valid research databases and record the source of your web references. Be very careful: THIS MINI-PROJECT IS NOT ABOUT YOU SO LIMIT YOUR CULTURAL VALUE JUDGMENTS.
Data Collection: 
Respond to the following points and questions in your fieldnotes.
1. Give some background information on the film and why you chose it.
2. Describe the family troubles that are the focus of the film. How are these problems manifested in the lives of the family members?
3. How do the various characters deal with their problems? What solutions do they propose through their talk or actions? How effective are these solutions in addressing the family troubles? 
4. Put the family’s problems in a broader sociological context. In what ways are the individual troubles of family members linked to larger social patterns and problems? This is where you use your sociological imagination to link the micro-macro levels of society. Review the PPT on the Sociological Imagination from Week One and define the terms “personal trouble” and “public issue.” 
5. Gather recent data from the U.S. Census Bureau, other government or private agencies, or various news sources. How wide-spread are these troubles in the real world? How are they being discussed and dealt with at a public level? 
6. How accurately do you think the family’s troubles, and their possible solutions, were depicted in the film? What kind of role, if any, do you think the media can play in helping to improve family troubles and associated social problems?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Optional Section: you could cast your research net wide by doing an internet search on the main family trouble that explores the normative perspective of one specific social category and do a perception versus reality comparison. For example, if the film you have chosen focuses on teen pregnancy, you will do a basic internet search to see how people in a specific social category perceive this issue normatively – such as, age, religion or politics. Make sure to collect a small sample that provides you enough information to generalize about what people in the category you chose think about the family trouble in general. Then, compare their normative perspective to the social trends found in the empirical data you already collected.  
Summary and Analysis:
Using the data collected in your fieldnotes summarize any social trends you found in the empirical data. When social scientists use the term “social trend,” we mean observable change over time. What do you think your observations tell us about contemporary American families and the ways in which family troubles are portrayed on film? Does our normative perspective match up with the empirical evidence? Why or why not? 


